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“dangerously determinative.” "Put your sword back in its place," Jesus said to him, "for all who draw the sword will die by the sword. 
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(From Last Week) 

Judas the Galilean lead a 
revolt … and the Zealot 
sect began.

the 
Great Herod Antipas Agrippa Agrippa II

Pilate (26-36) Felix (52-60) 

Sicarii, “Dagger-men” — Around 50ad a group within the Zealots took on a new 
strategy. Concealing a small dagger in their robes they would stab Romans and 

sympathizers in large crowds. Then slip away before being discovered.

50ad

The Romans, following the Greeks, tried to Hellenize — 
create one culture. The Jews resisted. Not with the 
way of Christ, but the way of the sword. Hence the 
crowd chose Barabbas, an insurrectionist. In this they 
were “Romanized” - choosing the way of the violence, 
rather than the way of Christ. Which meant Rome 
knew how to respond: 

• Tholmaeus, a brigand chief, was executed.  

• “Prophet” Theudas led a movement and was 
executed (Acts 5:36). 

• Jacob and Simon (sons of the Galilean) were 
crucified. 

• Passover Revolt estimated 20,000 
Jews were killed (during which Roman 
soldiers looted the temple). 

• Egyptian Jew led a revolt, promising the 
walls would fall (Jericho?), thousands 
of followers were killed. (Acts 21:38)

74ad

Other Leaders:

Following the death of 
Herod the Great (Nativity), 
the land was divided. His 
children, and grandchildren, 
continued to rule: 

• Antipas: Beheaded John 
the Baptist, Trial of Jesus 
(Pilate) 

• Agrippa: James executed, 
Worms (Acts 12) 

• Agrippa II: Trial of Paul 
(Acts 25-6) (Felix) 

• Others: Archelaus (Why 
Joseph returned to 
Nazareth, Mt 2:28) — Phillip, 
wife taken by Antipas

Herod Family

First Jewish War with Rome (66-74ad) 

Began over taxation, escalating quickly as Rome 
plundered the Temple. The Jews won early battles and 
successfully held Jerusalem. General Vespasian was 
called in to lead Roman forces (though became Emperor 
in 69ad). But the rebellion was divided by factions that 
fought themselves as much as the Romans… 

Temple Burned (70ad) 

Jerusalem fell and the Temple was leveled. The Western 
Wall (Wailing Wall) is all that remains and continues to be 
a place of prayer for Jews.

Masada (74ad) 

The rebellion continued until this  
mountain top stronghold fell. Legend  
holds that when Rome finally broke  
through, 960 Jews chose suicide over submission. 

R E A D I N G  T O  S E E  V O C A T I O N



The Jewish understanding of Daniel (“abomination of desolation” seen through the successful revolt against Antiochus Epiphanes) became 
“dangerously determinative” so that the nation teetered constantly into revolt. Each rebellion was crushed, with growing severity - 
resulting in the fulfillment of Jesus prophecy (Mk13) and the Temple’s destruction. The Jews missed Jesus because they were caught in a 
violent reading of OT prophecy. While Jesus interpreted everything around Himself. For us to avoid the same pitfalls and discover our 
live’s calling (vocation) we must read through the lens of Christ.     Here are Messianic prophecies of the last oracle in Zechariah. Typical 
commentaries desire to find the historical reading (valuable), but we seek the reading Jesus found as he pursued his vocation!

Zechariah 13 fountain and strike the shepherd

Zechariah 14 merchant or Canaanite

Zechariah 12-14

“On that Day” (17x) 
ch12>>>7x  ch13>>>3x   ch14>>>7x 

(Including the oracles last words, 14:21) 

“In postexilic prophecy, “on that 
day” and similar phrases tend 
to have an eschatological 
character. They announce the 
final disaster and accompanying 
deliverance that will come to all 
the world in temporal existence 
but as ultimate resolution of the 
world’s problems.”  

 — Meyers, Zechariah 9–14, 316 

This oracle is eschatological. 
Pointing toward the future and 
final events. BUT, what if it  is 
not speaking of the end of the 
world, but the end of an age? 
Namely the age of Temple. For in 
Christ, though the world has 
not ended, we DO find “ultimate 
resolution”… if only all would 
accept God’s call!

Thank You for Joining! Continue to read 
as Jesus and seek your vocation!

Zechariah 12 stone and pierced
12:3 — Stone — Matthew 21:44 — In Matthew Jesus quotes Psalm 118:22, but adds the stone will 
hurt those against it. Here the stone is Jerusalem. The Jewish faith was built around Torah, Temple, 
and Land. Jesus is replacing ALL of those things! In Him we dwell!  

12:10 — Pierced — John 19:37 — John quotes this verse in reference to Jesus. Commentators 
struggle to explain the One pierced in in the first person… but it makes sense in Jesus. (Notice also, 
the Spirit poured out.)

13:1 / 14:8 — Fountain / Living Water — John 4 — The true enemy, sin, is defeated by Jesus (13:1. 
That we may worship in Spirit and Truth (see Pots in Zechariah 14) and this river flows out to the 
nations (14:8 — Ezekiel 47!) 

13:7 — Strike the Shepherd — Matthew 26:31 — Jesus quotes this verse as they move toward the 
garden from the Last Supper.

14:21 — “no longer be a Canaanite or merchant in the house of the Lord.” — The Hebrew word can be 
translated either way, so interpretive decision must be made. Trying to get to the Jewish historical 
understanding a majority of translations choose Canaanite. Which is most certainly the general 
reading in the first century. BUT Jesus must have read it differently, because he acted out removing 
the merchants! And notice what will happen when the merchants are removed… everyone will have 
the instruments of sacrifice!  

“A time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem… true worshippers will worship the Father in Spirit and in Truth.”  

John 4… Living Water!


