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Israel Falls to 
the Assyrians 

 (Northern Kingdom, 
10 tribes)

Judah falls to the Babylonians. 

Important Jews were exiled to Babylon (like 
Daniel), poor Jews remained in the land. The 
prophet Jeremiah was one who remained. 
Though later he was kidnapped by rebel 
Jews who fled to Egypt (see Jeremiah 

43-5). Tradition hold that he was stoned by 
these Jews in Egypt.

Esther (Xerxes)
Ezra 7-10 
Nehemiah

439 Cyrus; 529 Cambyses; 522 Darius; 486 Xerxes; 465 ArtaxerxesNebuchadnezzar; 562 Evil-Merodach; 556 Nabonidis (Belshazzar)

Nabonidis was more 
interested in religious 
actives than politics. 
His son, Belshazzar, 

ruled in his place. 
While Nabonidis 

when to an oasis in 
the Arabian desert. 

Daniel 

Persians conquered Babylonians. 

Cyrus allowed conquered peoples to 
return to their homeland and rebuild. 
While many Jews remained (those 

who were successful, including 
Murashu who started the first 

banking-house in human history), 
Zerubbabel led the first groups of 

exiles back to Judah.

Zechariah 1-8;  Haggai 
Ezra 1-6

While Cambyses conquering 
Egypt, a rebellion broke out led 
by Gaumata pretending to be 
Cambyses’s brother (who had 

been murdered). During the revolt 
Cambyses was killed in Palestine. 

The country empire was in 
turmoil until Cambyses’s military 

leader, Darius, won control. 

Darius developed a system of taxation. The 
empire was divide into large provinces lead by 
satraps. These was subdivided in units lead by 
governors. Darius taxed the satraps, who taxed 
the governors, who taxed the people. Each level 
paying for their own expenses. What began as 
a brilliant strategy would lead to over taxing, 
and set the stage for Alexander the Great.  

Ezra and Nehemiah lead exiles to Judah 

A revolt by Egypt led Artaxerxes to secure 
his rule by helping another group of exiles 
back to Palestine, which bordered Egypt 
(Ezra, 458). But a second revolt began 

when Artaxerxes did not honor his military 
leader’s word, Megabyzus. The rebel 
leaders were promised they would be 

spared, but Artaxerxes had them executed. 
So Megabyzus lead a rebellion that only 

ended when all rebels were pardoned. So, in 
another effort to secure his rule, 
Artaxerxes helped send a strong 

supporter to Judah (Nehemiah, 445).

Temple 
Rebuild 

Completed



The timeline helps to situate Zechariah 1-8, but this study is about 9-14. The final five 
chapters, which is divided into two sections, 9-11 and 12-14. Each began with the words “A 
prophecy”. The book then turns towards the future.  

Prophecy not rooted in events unfolding, but events that will unfold. 
Similar to Daniel ending, this section of the book is filled with apocalyptic 
style (Like Revelation). 

In these chapter of Zechariah Jesus found many of the specifics for his 
calling. For his vocation. Some he literally acted out — 9:9. I quoted Wright 
on Sunday, “Jesus knew this whole passage, and he saw it as centrally 
constitutive of his own vocation, at the level not just of ideas but of agendas!  

Zechariah 9-14?

What is “apocalyptic”— Although often 
perceived as the end of space-time, 
“apocalyptic language was an elaborate 
metaphor-system for investing historical 
events with theological significance” (Wright, 
Jesus and the Victory of God, 96).  

How do you think Jesus uncovered his vocation? 

How have you?

Next week: Read Chapter Nine and Consider God’s 
Vocation in Your Life


