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I fear it is a step towards madness to move from the 
comfort of your home to the chaos of a d-now 
house, but I thank you for being willing to lead a 
group of students. This year I am very excited about 
our theme, but before we get to the lessons I want 
to offer two thoughts. 

 Stop for a moment and think of the 
person who has had the greatest impact on your 
faith. Whether it was your youth minister or a parent 
or a teacher, think about how they impacted you. 
Try to remember the lessons they taught you. Maybe 
I am the only one, but I only vaguely remember sage 
advice, but instead I am flooded with images of 
hugs and games and laughing… I will say it every 
year, no matter how brilliant your lessons are no one 
will remember the words, but if you love them they 
will never forget you. Truth. 

 Of course here I am typing away thoughts no one will ever remember, but in reality our 
imaginations are sometimes captured by a thought or phrase, which leads us to my bobble head Dwight. I 
suppose there is a lot we can learn from Dwight—how it feels to receive a stapler in Jell-O, of course we 
could also ask Greg—but the bobble head is the ultimate ―yes‖ man. No matter what I ask him, Dwight 
agrees. In this we find the essence of our faith. I have placed a lot of ―clever‖ ideas in this packet, but the 
reality is the world does not need the wisdom of Sean. Instead the world is hungry, though it may not know, 
for a word of truth from God. So kneel before God and listen to his heartbeat. Then take what your hear 
and reform these lessons. Our students do not need regurgitated Sean, but with desperation they need to 
hear the heart of Christ. Say yes to God’s plan for this weekend.  

 As you work through this packet I hope you find it useful. Please notice that every lesson page has 
blank space on the right side. This is for you to take notes, write in better ideas, to make the lesson 
something God has placed in your heart. Also, the structure of the lessons are not necessarily in order. 
Once again, please make it your own. If you find anything that does not make sense please call or email me. 
I will have any materials called for in the illustrations ready for your arrival. If there is a prop or item you need 
for a lesson, if you let us know in advance we will get it for you. This will be a great weekend– your prayers 
and effort will make it so! 

    ~ Sean  

 

       (706)627-5768 cell  (706)733-2236 church  staylor@fbcaugusta.org 
     

       For Andy:  (706)306-3015 cell   ajones@fbcaugusta.org  

Jesus went out from the Synagogue 

Jesus went into the Synagogue, as was his custom Luke 4:16 

Luke 4:38 



On a recent hotel stay we discovered the water sprinkler 
was supported from the ceiling with scotch tape. I 
suppose this reveals the type of hotels in which we sleep, 
but it also brought up two questions. First, I wondered 
who came up with the idea to tape the sprinkler back in 
place and how could they imagine it was a good idea? 
Second, I wondered if the sprinkler would work in the 
event of a fire? Or would it simply fall from the ceiling after 
the tape melted? 

   When I read the front page of a newspaper I am 
stunned by the dark violence of this world: schools failing, 
government debt, environmental crisis, starvation, disease, 
bombs, and wars. The newspaper is littered with suffering 
and rarely a glimpse of hope. Yet, as I move about town I 
see steeples and crosses on many buildings. The hope of 
a world aflame with death is a flood of Christ, but 
Christians seem to be stuck in their buildings. 

   The focus of this years D-now is putting our Christianity 
into action. Living our lives as Jesus not just at church, but everywhere. Finding answers in scripture and then putting 
them to action, to bring life to the front page.  

    Our theme verse will come from Matthew 5:14-16, focusing in on ―neither do people light a lamp and put it under 
a bowl…‖ The reality is that more of our ministry time and money is focused inside the four walls of the church. This 
action is not something to which Christ would object, but for him ministry began in the church and continued as He 
left. He was in the habit of going to the synagogue (Luke 4:16), but ministry never stopped when he left (for that 
matter it seems to increase outside the walls). So this weekend will speak to many of the issues we face today—
hence the title The Front Page—and we will find the answers the life of Christ has to offer! Providing life to even the 
most devastating and confusing issues.  

Friday 
3:00 Leader Meeting (Conference Room) 

5:30 Pizza Supper 

6:15 Meet Your Leader 

6:45 Leave for your host homes 

7:15 Lesson 1 

8:45 Lesson 2 

10:00 Free Time 

Midnight Lights Out 

Saturday 
8:30 Breakfast 

9:00 QT (Student Book) 

9:30 Lesson 3 

10:30 Lesson 4 

Noon Lunch 

1:00 Meet @ Church 

 (Two Shifts for Activities) 

5:00 Supper @ Church (Moe’s) 

6:00 Concert 

7:00 Leave to Host Homes 

7:30 Lesson 5 

9:00 One on Ones 

12:00 Light’s Out 

Sunday 
8:00 QT (Student Book) 

9:15 Breakfast @ Church 

9:45 Sunday School 

11:00 Service 



 Once students arrive at host home, they ARE NOT to leave without 
permission of their leader and host family…and THEN only after 
Andy or Sean has been made aware of it.  Your group needs you, 
and for you to get the most of the weekend, you need to be 
present the whole time! 

 Students ARE NOT to use the telephone/cell phone except in the 
case of an emergency. 

 The host/co-host will take care of minor discipline problems…
Andy or Sean will be contacted and will take the necessary 
actions warranted by the problem. 

 ―Lights Out‖ means GO TO SLEEP! 
 Students are not to have CD players, jam boxes, NDS, PSP, 

Walkmans, MP3, ipods, items for practical jokes, or anything else 
that might be a distraction. 

 Video Games are allowed as long as the group is able to 
participate together (multi-player games or games that allow all to 
have a turn, i.e. Guitar Hero). Some games should be restricted 
based on content, as judged by the host home leader and 
parents.  

 No egging, rolling yards, water balloons, shaving cream…or 
sneaking out of host homes to obtain any of the above. 

 Leave toilet paper at home.  Your host home will provide what 
you need (and you won’t be needing any TP outside the 
bathroom!!) 

 No Tobacco products, weapons, firecrackers, alcohol, etc., is 
allowed. 

 What the leader and the host family says, goes.  No exceptions. 
You are a guest in their home. 

 NOTE: Having been informed of these guidelines, breaking any of 
the above will be dealt with as is deemed necessary by the 
D’Now leadership…and may include being sent home! 

As a leader I do not expect you to be a 
disciplinarian. We hope this role will be 
taken up by the host home parents. But 
please do not become the instigator of 

anything that is against the rules…  



Focus: Beyond the Church Walls (and getting to know the group) 

[Since this is the first lesson a chunk of time is devoted to getting to 
know the students in your group. Learn their names (this will be a 
huge step towards relationship). I often ask a silly question like ―if you 
could have only one food for the rest of your life, what would it 
be?‖ So they are not worried about obesity let them know a 
scientific breakthrough allows the food to contain all of the required 
nutrients…]  

   Following Christ is not something that only happens on Sunday 
morning—as though He is only in action a few hours every week. 
Instead Christianity may begin the week in church, but it is lived out in 
everyday life.  

Visual: Flying Paper Airplanes 

Set up the target somewhere in the room (the target will be a small 
card board box set on its side with a bulls eye). Now have the 
students make paper airplanes and from a set place in the room have 
them each throw for the box (make it far enough that no one—
without amazing luck—can hit the target). The plane must land in the 
box to be a winner.  

   You should join the students in making an airplane. You will also 
have a string, straw, and balloon. Thread the string threw the straw 
and tape your airplane to the straw. After everyone has tried and 
failed tape the sting to the bulls eye. Then blow up your balloon and 
tape it to the straw. Pull the string taunt and release the balloon, 
which will propel your plane to the box. (If you would rather you 
may lead everyone through this so they can all be ―winners‖). 

   The illustration? Under our own power the world is lost, but with 
the guidance of Christ in the scripture (the string) and the power of 
the spirit (the balloon) we can achieve the impossible! 



Text: Luke 4:14-30 and 38  

This passage kicks off the ministry of Jesus and acts as the thesis 
statement for Luke. The hometown boy comes to Nazareth and reads 
from Isaiah 61:1,2. He then proclaims that He will fulfill this passage! As 
background, Nazareth was a depressed area (compare with 
disappearing small towns) and the people were longing for a better 
life. Then Jesus declares that ―the year of the Lord‖ is coming through 
Him. ―The year of the Lord‖ refers to the Jubilee when debts were to 
be forgiven, slaves were freed, and land was returned (see Leviticus 
25:8-55). For a depressed area this would be economic salvation, 
hence verse 22, ―All spoke well of him and were amazed at the 
gracious words…‖ 

   Then Jesus does something wonderful and turns the tables on the 
crowd. He refers to two instances in the Old Testament when God 
healed foreigners rather than His own people, the Jews (Widow of 
Zarephath: 1Kings 17:7-24; Naaman the Syrian: 5:1-17). Jesus has 
come to bring the year of the Lord, but the blessing will move out 
beyond the walls of the Synagogue (outside the walls of Judaism) to 
all the world! Of course the Jews, ―the people of God‖, are incensed 
and attempt to kill Jesus (think this couldn’t happen today? As a 
discussion we will consider the reaction of some to the reality that the 
year of the Lord extends to homosexuals or a doctor who performs 
abortions or… It is hard for me to even begin to understand God’s 
love).  

   I added verse 38 to help Capture the idea of Jesus moving beyond 
the church walls (I am using the common definition of the church as a 
meeting place, rather than the possibly more correct definition of 
church as the community). The church is not in the gospels, rather the 
meeting place is the synagogue. Still I think we can draw a direct line 
between the synagogue and today’s church (especially since the early 
church often meet in synagogues until Jews kicked them out)—you will 
have to make the connection between church and synagogue for the 
students. Jesus went regularly to the synagogue (―as was his custom‖ 
Luke 4:16) and then he ―went out from the synagogue‖ and continued 
his ministry (Luke 4:38). In reality most of Jesus’ ministry was in 
everyday life (for instance His ―invitations‖ came by the seashore rather 
than the end of a sermon—Mark 1:16-20 ―follow me‖). I write all this 
to stress the point, ministry may begin inside the church, but it 
continues as we leave the doors and move into the world. In actuality 
this is our greatest ministry, the actions that create ―the year of the 
Lord‖. Christians inside, outside, throughout the world will inaugurate 
the rule of God! 



Discussion:  

Often when we sit in church we hear the message and think the grace 
is all about ourselves. Yet in reality the grace of God extends to others, 
even those we least expect. To help the students understand this 
recreate the message of Luke 4 to reflect the modern church. Rather 
than Naaman and the widow use homosexuals or abortion doctors or 
Osama Bin Laden or… Then ask the have the students react. Ask them 
why it is difficult to image the grace of God extends to everyone? 

   Have the students look to specific passages where Jesus is 
ministering in everyday life (I listed a few below) and ask them what is 
significant? There are all kinds of points, but begin to draw them to the 
answer that Jesus is not in the church (synagogue). Ask them why a 
majority of our ministry happens inside the church? Ask how they 
could minister outside the church? … 

 Matthew 5-7 ~ The sermon on the mount was on a mountainside. 
Nearly all his major messages were in everyday life, not from the 
pulpit. 

 Mark 1:16-20 ~ As already mentioned, Jesus’ invitation was by the 
shoreline, rather than a call to the alter after the sermon. 

 John 3:22-26 ~ When people accepted the message they were not 
baptized in a pool at the church, but in a river. 

 John 2:1-12 ~ It so interesting that His first miracle is to keep the party 
going… This may seem strange, but for Jesus fellowship was ministry! 
Read the gospels he is constantly at a dinner party (for one see the 
tree climbing Zacchaeus, Luke 19:1-10)! 

 I have listed a few, but honestly the gospels are dominated by 
everyday ministry, so choose your favorite.  



Focus:  Imagining the Scripture 

The focus of this lesson is to imagine the scripture in today’s world. To 
not allow the text to be a confusing story—that draws dust, like Bibles 
on a shelf—but to transfer its message into our everyday life. To take 
the bible from being a holy book we should read, to relevant words 
we long to read. (I have high hopes for this lesson!) 

Visual:  

Veggie Tales clip ~ Bob and Larry are a great example of making 
scripture accessible to the modern audience. Of course they are 
communicating to little kids so the Wall of Jericho involved slushy 
attacks! Still, as we try to envision scripture a clip may perk the students 
imaginations. (We will have a clip ready for you and there should be an 
available DVD player in the host home)  

Have the students divide up into groups of two or three. Give each 
group a bible passage (the list is on the next page). Their assignment is 
to tell the group the story. Use their imaginations to connect the story 
to today’s world (like Veggie Tales connects to a child’s world) and 
give the story contemporary significance. To help the group visualize 
the passage each small group will create a visual aid. There will be 
paper, colored pencils, and play dough. Their visual does not need to 
tell the whole story, but only one portion. Hopefully it will portray a 
scene where they can draw relevance for today’s world! 

   As an example use the discussion from the first lesson, where the 
gentiles Naaman and the widow were transformed into homosexuals 
or abortion doctors or Bin Laden (or whomever you used). Speak to 
the group about how the text has a message for us today, but we 
need to allow the Spirit to help us see (use our imaginations). Lead 
them in a prayer and then have them tackle their own passage.  

   I have listed five options on the next page (under text), along with 
my thought for contemporary significance. If you have a favorite 
passage, add it to the list!  



Text (Five options):  

John 6:1-15 ―Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand‖ (Key verse 15) 

Contemporary Significance (CS) ~ After pulling bread from the sky the 
crowd decides they want to make Jesus king by force—I suppose they 
think he can pull swords from the sky as well! Still, then as now, we are 
more concerned with power than feeding the hungry! Helping at the 
homeless shelter is less desirable than finding fame, fortune, and power. 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 ―The Valley of Dry Bones‖ 

CS ~ A great passage to allow your imagination to run wild. On occasion 
Ivy—my daughter, who is nearly two—will cry out in her sleep. Something 
in a dream must have scared her, but we can not take away the fear. Of 
course we all have nightmares, and a graveyard is and was a scary place. 
But God may bring life out of even the darkest moment! Our nightmares 
may become dreams. 

Ezekiel 33:1-6 ―The Watchman‖ 

CS ~ Cities do not have towers with guards anymore (although you could 
draw a connection with radar defense). Even the sense of community has 
been lost in today’s US, when we fail it is common to blame others, but 
rarely will someone take responsibility for another. Yet we who have eyes 
to see are responsible. We who know the beauty of Christ and do not tell 
others… we are ―accountable for their blood‖. 

1 Samuel 26 ―David Spares Saul’s Life‖  (Key verse 24) 

CS ~ How often I come up with the perfect response after the fight, at the 
time all I could muster was ―jerk‖. But if we could do it over again I would 
knock him flat! The pursuit of David by Saul is one of the most interesting 
pieces of Samuel’s story. Though Saul is manic, David not only spares him, 
but in verse 24 he declares a heighted version of the golden rule. Rather 
than do unto others as you would have them do to you, David’s words call 
God to value you as you value others! Imagine if God’s love equaled our 
love for our enemies!!! (This thought is from my brother Jake.)  

Exodus 17:8-13 ―The Amalekites Defeated‖ 

CS ~ A strange passage of encouragement and I suppose the 
contemporary scene may feature Moses as a cheerleader? Contrary to the 
American ideal we can not pull ourselves up by our own bootstraps. We 
need others to stand (or lift our arms).  And while others are in the midst of 
dark battles, from literal war to a parent with cancer to getting cut from the 
team, as a community we should raise them up in prayer (as Moses did for 
Joshua). 



Discussion:  

Amazingly Christians do not read the bible. Ask any age group at any 
church who has read the book cover to cover and it will be surprising 
if one person raises their hand (many of my seminary classmates had 
not read it entirely!). Even more ask who reads the scripture everyday 
and only a few hands will rise. Most will not have even touched the 
book outside of church! I suppose this is in part because the bible is 
an OLD book—nearly two thousand for the New Testament (adding 
hundreds more for the Old). Its age can make it confusing or at least 
not as easily read as Harry Potter. You may want to engage the 
students in a discussion about reading the bible. Ask them their 
struggles, concerns? If someone is reading consistently how are they 
able, what drives them to the scripture? Ask them why we should read 
the scripture? (see note below) 

After each small group presents discuss the contemporary significance 
of the passage.  Ask the group to move from the generic to specific 
actions they can take in their lives. You may also ask why it is important 
to connect the bible to our modern day. 

 

Note: Why should we read the scripture? This answer hopefully seem obvious, 
but someone may question why we are so concerned about an old book. 
Allow me to give two reasons: first, the bible is the eyewitness testimony of 
the life and actions of Jesus. Jesus is the complete revelation of God—He is 
the Word of God—He is God. So in His life we find the will of God for our 
own lives, hence ―follow me‖ is Jesus' call to us, His disciples.  

Second, the bible is a major tool of the Holy Spirit. The bible is just a book, 
but the Holy Spirit is alive and active inside its pages (this is not to say the 
Spirit is not actively working other places, but will consistently be found in 
scripture).  Hence it so important to pray before reading the bible, asking the 
Spirit to bring the text to life!  



Focus: Tackling the Issues of the Front Page  

I constantly say to the students that the message and life of Christ is 
relevant today, so these lessons will put that into action.   

Hence lessons 3&4 will be a little different than normal. Rather than 
two distinct lessons there will be multiple issues from the front page. 
After an intro illustration (see below) the group will tackle the issues 
one at a time and try to find the truth of God in scriptures. Some issues 
you may want to skip or you may want to add in thoughts that are near 
to your heart. Nearly all of them will be one from an article on the front 
page (unless things drastically change between now and then), so you 
could take stories from the earlier newspaper prayer as a jump off 
point. Or the students may have an article they would like to discuss. 

Visual: Magic Trick 

Looking at the front page it may seem like we will need magic to fix 
anything. But in reality God’s plan for the world is not a mystery if we 
will just ask Him! To help draw this point out I am going to teach you a 
magic trick. It will awe the students, but then you can show them how 
it was done. Once they have the know how performing ―magic‖ will 
be easy! In the same way, if we learn the plans of God and put them in 
action we can begin to solve the world’s problems!  

Completely Random: one thing that always drove me nuts about Harry 
Potter, while they eat magic chocolate frogs people are starving. 
Couldn’t they work a little magic to feed the world. Even if they can 
not conjure food, couldn’t they water the Sahara so crops will grow... 

The QT Saturday morning will need your guidance. During seminary a prof mentioned a group of nuns who 
would pray over the front page. I have always thought this was a great idea and so I wanted to include this in D-
now (really the nuns helped me form this d-now theme). Have all the students gather together. You will be 
given multiple newspapers. Each student take a page and they will pray over the stories they find on that page. 
We will only have the front ―news‖ section, so do not worry no one will be forced to pray for the Patriots 
(though if anyone wants to pray for Royals go ahead!).  In the student books there will be a scripture passage 
for them to read, but the main thrust is to give them an opportunity to pray for the tipsy world. 



GO GREEN~ A few years ago during the WWJD craze 
an advertisement asked the question, ―what would 
Jesus drive?‖ The ad was purporting the idea that He 
would drive a hybrid or something fuel efficient. In 
response another ad featured an Hispanic man who 
said, ―My name is Jesus and I drive an SUV.‖  Still, with 
Al Gore flying around in his private jet the question 
arises, what would Jesus do about the environment?  

 Ps 19:1-4 (please read ―heaven‖ as sky, rather than the dwelling of 
God, though I imagine the original writer may have seen them as one 
and the same—forgive me if I insulted your intelligence) 

 Genesis 1-2 (2:15) ―to work it and take care of it‖ 

Since God will someday make all things new, why should we worry 
about the world today? Obviously that is crazy, if God has given us a gift 
it is wrong to abuse it. Unfortunately this issue has become political (for 
politics see next page) and many of us have become blind to our excess. 
We have so much, use so much, throw away so much… our hording 
more than we need without sharing will surely reap destruction.  

 

Obesity and Hunger ~ While many in 
the world are starving (29,000 die a 
day) in the US obesity is becoming an 
epidemic. Our excess is literally killing us 
and the world! Of course the problem 
of hunger can seem like an impossible 
problem, but the UN recently estimated 
it would take 40 billion to feed the 

world’s starving people. The world wide tithe intake of the church and 
para-church was 275 billion*… when you read Matthew 25 that number 
becomes haunting. 

 Matthew 25:31-46 ~ In the last days the goats are separated from the 
sheep by how they treated the needy. 

 James 2:14-17, Ezekiel 18:17 (quality of the righteous son) 16:49 (sin 
of Sodom), Galatians 2:10 (though Paul often disagrees with the other 
apostles, on aiding the poor they are in full agreement), Amos 5:11-
13 (growing rich through other suffering)…  

My Mid School lessons centered on feeding the poor during Christmas, 
but I do not think this will be bad to hit again. Especially since this can go 
in so many directions (if you move beyond food to clothing—our excess 
is amazing!, plus we are willing to buy sweat shop clothes to save a 
buck). I am convinced the greatest sin of America is our materialism!  

*taken from Embezzlement: The Corporate Sin of Contemporary Christianity 



The Coming Recession ~ There is still 
debate, but it seems the housing 
debacle is sending the economy into 
recession. The newspaper makes this 
sound like the most dangerous 
problem facing America and it is 
scary. What if the economy doesn’t 
recover, what if depression is 

looming. But in reality this is probably just part of the ebb and flow of the 
American economy, years of plenty leading to years of little. 

 Genesis 41 ~ The feast and famine cycle becomes a grim reality in the 
life of Joseph. Yet, his planning saves not only his own, but the 
surrounding areas as well. 

Wise financial planning is part of God’s plan, but it is not meant to be 
stored away for only yourself. Instead as others find famine your excess 
should overflow to them!  

 Matthew 6:25-34 ~ Do not worry, God is in control. 

For those who are not able to prepare the recession could be 
devastating and it is good to remember that ―the Father knows that you 
need them.‖ He will provide! 

Politics ~ There was a great article in USA Today about the tie between 
the Republican Party (GOP) and the church. Certainly 
Republicans come down on the correct side for 
many hot-button issues, like abortion (which is very 
significant). But this does not make them correct 
across the board. It also does not make every 
republican candidate a moral person (take the 
recent ethic scandals). Unfortunately many in the 

church latched on in blind allegiance... 

 Luke 10:30-37   ―The Good Samaritan‖ ~ sometimes the person we 
thought was the enemy will do the righteous act, while our hero will 
walk the other way 

 Jesus ate with both sides: John 3:1, Lk 7:36, Lk 14:1—Pharisees (anti 
Rome); Matt 9:10, Lk 19:5—tax-collectors (working for Rome) 

Contrary to mainstream rhetoric I am convinced we must allow God to 
lead our decisions in the voting booth. People often try and separate 
religion from politics (as though the separation of church and state forced 
God out of government, rather than the government out of church!), but 
the only hope for this nation is that Christians will follow Christ in every 
area of life. When voting we must seek the righteous person, not the 
person with the ―correct‖ affiliation. 

This topic will be challenging and I understand if you pass it over (though the next topic 
maybe more difficult!). Still this message is needed, even if you just want to approach it 
from the idea of God leading us in the voting booth! Without a mention of parties. 



The War in Iraq ~ On the first night of the war, as 
we bombed Baghdad I asked God to please kill 
Sadam so the fight may end quickly. Of course 
my wife, praying with me, asked if that was a 

prayer we should offer, that God would kill our 
enemy. And in the light of Christ I quickly 
became convicted, for I could not imagine the 
early followers praying that Saul would die. 

 Matthew 5:38-48 ~ ―love your enemies‖ 

 Acts 9:1-19 ~ Certainly a direct connection can not be made 
between Saul and Sadam. But Sadam was a faithful Muslim and, like 
Jews, Muslims worship our God**. And I think the picture of Saul is 
what we should always hope happens to our enemies! 

Please do read this as a passage for pacifism. Though many good 
Christians have come to that conclusion I am not a pacifist. I do believe 
the church as a whole body should be pacifist (unlike the church lead 
Crusades), but I think there is a time when a country must rise to defend 
itself or others. Yet victory is not a moment of joy and our prayer must 
always be for something greater than death! 

** I am being very general with a statement that could cause controversy—so be careful 
with the students. Muslims do not worship a complete representation, since the view 
Christ as only a prophet. And their worship is different from that of Jews or Christians. 

Other possibilities… 

 Product Red—I would have this as one of the main topics, but we 
focused on AIDS in Africa last D-Now (leading the students through 

the One Life challenge by World Vision). Still, if this 
makes you passionate use this as a topic (pro or con, 
because the awareness ―red‖ creates is good, but 
profiting off of tragedy seems wrong—the ―red‖ 
products make more in profit than is given to AIDS). 

 The Drought—for those who do not know, Georgia is in the middle of 
a multi-year drought. Alabama, Florida, and Georgia are constantly 
battling over water rights, but really we need more rain. Of course 
one wonders how many are praying for rain. A great text is 1Kings 18 
(see 17:1-6), which portrays the faithfulness of one bring literal and 
figurative rain. 

 Certainly abortion (or stem cells) and homosexuality are topics in the 
news. But the students are generally conservatives. Which means they 
hate the sin and need reminding to love the sinner. I think that idea is 
covered under both war and politics (also both topics were covered 
in the first lesson’s example of reinterpreting Luke 4). Still if you want 
to tackle either I can give you some help finding passages of scripture 
(neither one was a significant issue in Jewish life, hence abortion is not 
directly mentioned and homosexuality is only mentioned five times).  



Focus: Living Christ Outside of the Church  

The Christian Life is not alive unless it is following Christ. Then as now 
Jesus’ actions are not only inside the church, but are often outside its 
walls in the world. If we are to follow him we must live out His life in 
the world! This lesson will act as a direct challenge to the students to 
be the light of Christ in the world. 

Visual:  

Light a candle in the center of the group. Then place a glass over the 
candle (as a lamp under a bowl). The light will slowly fade away as the 
oxygen is burned. In the same way the Christian life, lived only inside 
the church will slowly die. It is not instantly apparent, but soon the 
Spirit of Christ is dead in the church. This is because our oxygen—
following the leading of Jesus—moves in and out of the church.  

Letter to Yourself: Each student will write a letter to him or herself. The 
note should be a specific challenge to continue to follow Christ. 
Maybe a challenge to read the bible daily or to discontinue a sin in the 
student’s life. The letter is a personal challenge, so they do not need to 
share it with the group (unless you feel led to have them share). The 
students should seal the letter in their envelope, so they will know that 
I am not looking (or anyone else). They also need to address the 
envelope, so we will know where to send the letter! In one month we 
will mail all the challenges back to the students to hold them 
accountable. I do this to hopefully counteract the ―Jesus High‖ we 
quickly lose after big events. I hope the short message will help keep 
them on track. 



Text: Matthew 5:14-16  

It is interesting how we treat light and dark. We often give darkness too 
much credit. The author will type, ―darkness filled the room‖. But of 
course darkness can not fill a room, it is not an active particle. Instead 
the reality is that light has left the room. In the void there is nothing, 
hence darkness. Darkness is nothing. Nothing is what the world is left 
with when the life of Christ is not present—when we cover up the 
truth with a bowl. But when we live out the Christian life, when we 
follow Jesus beyond the church walls, light enters the world. The void 
is filled with the active particles of God, which bring life! 

Discussion: Living Christ beyond the Walls  

I am a huge Kansas City Royals fan. Every year I am convinced this will 
not only be the season they turn things around, but this will be the year 
they win the World Series. Of course every year my hopes might as 
well be stuffed in a build a bear, because the team constantly loses 
(often being the worst in Baseball). Yet, this doesn’t stop me from 
talking about my beloved ball team. Even though people laugh and 
make snide remarks about my ―AAA team‖ I have never been swayed.  

   While I chat about the Royals I often find myself hesitant to speak 
about Jesus to others (though less so I still have reservations now as a 
minister!). Maybe it is the devil, maybe it is culture which declares faith 
to be something personal, or… we all face this struggle. We want to 
live out our faith, to follow Jesus everyday, yet we are scared. Why is 
this? If we believe only half the stuff we say about Jesus we should be 
shouting it from the roof tops, so why are we silent? Why are we so 
easily tempted to gossip, look at porn, tease, cheat, disobey? 

 

One on Ones: After the lesson, during the free-time Saturday night, take a moment to sit with each student. 
Make every effort to keep this from being intimidating (they should not look like they are in the principals office). 
Maybe have snacks while you talk and it doesn’t have to be in the back room with the door closed (unless that 
would make the student more comfortable to share). Ask them about the weekend, what they learned, how 
they were challenged… Then say a prayer with them.  


