
Last year we did the Joshua Challenge for camp and this 
year we are going to raise the bar…  

I challenge you to memorize 
 Matthew 12:22-37.  

The first read through it may seem strange, but it is 
overflowing with great insight! Check it below! 

When you’re ready, recite it to Sean. Everyone who 
can recite at least 10 VERSES will get his/her picture 

placed in Moisture and a free dinner with Sean, Megan, 
and Ivy. (If you can recite all 16 verses then there will 

be a bonus prize!) 

Parents: I will make the same offer to you, but for 
dinner you will have to memorize all 16! 

If you are student who could not make it to camp, you can 
participate. Recite it when I get back! 

Matthew 12:30-32 is confusing, but let this help you understand! 

1. What is the “unforgivable sin”? 

Through the power of God’s Spirit the demon possessed is healed and to call that the work 
of the devil is to call God evil! The Pharisees had seen the miracle, but rather than accept the 
power of God’s Spirit in Jesus, they willfully rejected the only way to salvation (the Spirit’s 
power). To reject the Spirit of God rendered themselves unforgivable. In the grace of God 
the Spirit cleanses our souls.  

To reject the Spirit once is not a permanent sin. Instead the action must be a lifetime of 
refusing the power of God. We will not leave this earth as perfect beings. There will be many 
sins we continued to cling to throughout our lives—many things we were not even aware of 
committing. Yet those acts—by God’s grace will be forgiven. Still, to willfully reject the power 
of the Spirit you entire live is to reject the forgiving grace. Hence you are left unforgivable! 

2. Why is blasphemy against the “Son of Man” allowed? 

The “Son of Man” is a direct reference to Jesus, how he referred to himself. To speak against 
Jesus while he was on earth was not unforgivable. He lived all of the mundane parts of life. He 
ate, burped, joked, used the bathroom, cried, needed to take a bath… everything we all do. 
The normalcy may have caused people to stumble, he was declared a “glutton and a 
drunkard” in Matthew 11:19. Consider even the disciple did not have clue until after the 
resurrection (In the darkest hour Peter denied Jesus three times!). All these are forgivable.  

3. Have I committed the “unforgivable sin”? 

If you are worried and wondering if you have committed the sin, then you have not. The 
unforgivable sin is a willful rejection of the power of the Spirit of God. The power of the Spirit 
brings the cleansing grace of God (baptism is symbolism of this, as you are physically washed 
clean, the Spirit is cleaning your soul). Whoever longs for forgiveness will find it. But to reject 
grace and pursue evil as though it was good can not be forgiven. God still desires to forgive, 
but the power of forgiveness has been rejected! 

Check out the other side for a verse by verse analysis... 



Now some of you are wondering why I choose such a 
strange passage for the group to memorize, but this 

passage is jam packed with great stuff… 

12:15-21 ~ Quoting a Messianic passage (OT 
prediction of the coming Messiah, Isaiah 42:1-4) with a 
focus on God’s Spirit, “I will put my Spirit on him”. 

12:22 ~ “Son of David”, the OT quote leads to a miracle 
that causes the people to ask if Jesus is the messiah (the 
messiah would be a son of David). 

12:24 ~ The Pharisees reject Jesus as messiah, but realize 
he is threat to their power. So they label Jesus’ power as 
the Devil’s rather than God’s (Beelzebub is a name for the 
Devil). As the people begin to see the truth, the 
Pharisees—religious leaders who should be the holders of 
truth—act as a barrier. There are always barriers, struggles 
and trails, which act to prevent us from finding Jesus. 

12:25-28 ~ Jesus’ first argument with the Pharisees is one of 
logic. Christianity is often accused of being ridiculous and 
Christians sometime reject the use of reason. They believe 
faith requires our reason to be set aside. On the contrary 
God invites our questions and doubt. He want us to use 
reason—He created us to have reason. He will stand the 
test of our scrutiny! 

12:28 ~ “the Kingdom of God HAS COME”, the Kingdom 
represents the rule, reign of God (the reality of Heaven). In 
the power of the Spirit the Kingdom is breaking into the 
world. Remember, as followers of Christ, the Spirit of God 
is alive in our lives! The Kingdom is breaking into this world 
through our lives! 

12:29 ~ Who is the strong man? Look at the context, Jesus 
was just speaking about the Devil. Satan is tied and bound 
by the power of God’s Spirit! Evil appears loud and 
boisterous, as though it is in control. BUT in reality evil does 
not hold power—God has the victory! 

12:30-32 ~ Check the other side… 

12:33-37 ~ Megan picked a tomato out of our garden last 
week. It was a beautiful red, but when she cut into it the 
center was black! Rotten! Before God our deeds will be 

cut open and their true value will be revealed! 


