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Caucuses Give lowa Influence, |

But Many lowans Are Left Out

By JODI KANTOR

DES MOINES — Jason Huff-
man has lived in lowa his whole
life, Lately he has been watching
presidential debates on the In-
ternet, discussing what he sees
with friends and relatives. But
when fellow lowans choose
among presidential candidates
on Thursday night, he will not be
able to vote, because he is setv-
ing with the National Guard in
western Afghanistan.

“Shouldn’t we at least have as
much influence in this as any oth-
er citizen?” Captain Huffman
wrote in an e-mail interview.

4 He is far from the only lowan
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ON THE TRAIL The three main Re-
publicans actively campaigning
in lowa represent slices of an
evolving party. PAGE Al4
ECONOMICS Hillary Rodham
Clinton and Barak Obama differ
on health care, savings and tax
cuts. Economic Scene by David
Leonhardt. PAGE C)

RACE Voters, above, sign up (o
caueus for Senator Barack Oba-

who will not be able to partici-
pate.

Because the caucuses, held in
the early evening, do not allow
absentee voting, they tend to
leave out nearly entire categories
of voters: the infirm, soldiers on
active duty, medical personnel
who cannot leave their patients,
parents who do not have baby sit-
ters, restaurant employees on the |
dinner shift, and many others
who work in retail, at gas stations
and in other jobs that require
evening duty.

As in years past, voters must
present themselves in person, at
a specified hour, and stay for as
long as two. And if these caucus-
es are anything like prior ones,
only a tiny percentage of lowans
will participate. In 2000, the last
year in which both parties held
caucuses, 59,000 Democrats and
87,000 Republicans voted, in a
state with 2.9 million people, In
2004, when the Republicans did
not caucus, 124,000 people turned
out for the Democratic caucuses.

The rules are so demanding
that even Ray Hoffman, chair-
man of the [owa Republican Par-
ty and a resident of Sioux City,
cannot caucus on Thursday
night, because he has to be in Des
Moines on party business.

lowans begin the presidential
selection  process, making
choices among the candidates
that can heavily influence how

the race unfolds. Now some are
starting to ask why the first, cru-
cial step in that process is also
one that discourages so many
people, especially working-class
people, from participating. |

“It disenfranchises certain vot- !

Y i v e e S it
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A slum in Karachi, the city worst hit by violence since Benazir Bhutto was assassinated last week, was relatively calm on Tuesday.
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On Wall St.

Exotic Markets Left
The Insiders Burned

By FLOYD NORRIS

The brokers’ customers did
reasonably well. The brokers did
not.

That is not the usual way of

| Wall Street. Two-thirds of a cen-

tury ago, a best seller asked,
“Where are the customers’
yachts?” It noted that somehow

| the brokers always made money,
| even when their customers suf-

| fered. And so it has been for most
| of the years since then,

But not in 2007.
How could that happen? In re-
cent years, Wall Street came up

| with what amounted to parallel

markets. Ordinary investors
could buy and sell stocks and
bonds, but the favored insiders

| could partake of a host of invest-

ments not available to the rest of
us. There were specialized secu-
rities and complex derivatives,

and instruments known by their

| initials: C.D.O.'s, M.B.S.'s and

Days of Rage in Pakistan Leave
Lingering Cloud of Uncertainty

By SOMINI SENGUPTA

KARACHI, Pakistan — The
highway that leads from Benazir
Bhutto’s ancestral village to this,
her hometown, is one long road of
ruin. Here and there along a
stretch of 200 miles lie twisted
hulks of tractor-trailers, their
contents spilling out on the high-
way, casualties of the riots that
broke out after Ms. Bhutto'’s as-
sassination last Thursday.

On New Year's Eve, as the last
light of 2007 fell from the sky,
piles of coal still smoldered on the
pavement. Rotten oranges lit-
tered the road. A consignment of
pickup trucks that the United
States had bought for Pakistani
law enforcement officials fighting
militants had been picked clean;
brake cylinders, steering wheels,
batteries had been carted away.

The truck drivers, most of
them ethnic Pashtuns from the
faraway tribal areas of the north-
west, waited in vain for rescue
here in the southern ethnic Sind-
hi heartland. One of them had his
left ear caked with blood; the
mobs had pelted him with stones
and then burned his coal truck,
costing him his only source of in-
come,

The road was a perfect emblem
of the mood of this country, as it |
ushered in a new year under a
thick shroud woven of rage and
uncertainty.

“You don’t know what the next
day is going to bring,"” is how
Sheena Hadi, 27, put it on New |
Year’s morning here in Karachi.
“We are in a gray area right
now.”

The gray pervades everything l
here, from the big, abstract ques-
tions about where the country is
headed to the smallest, most |
mundane details of life.

Shops in Karachi, the city !
worst hit by the post-assassina- |
tion violence, had been shuttered |
since Thursday evening. They |
opened for a few hours on Mon-
day, only to close again amid ru-
mors of another assassination.

Continued on Page Al0

Pakistan Postpones Vote |

As Pakistan postponed its elec- |
tions until February, American |
intelligence analysts questicned |
the evidence against a suspectin |,
the Bhutto killing. Page Al0. |

SIVs.

In 2007, the Standard & Poor's
500-stock index rose a respect-
able 3.5 percent, and high-quality
bonds performed well as long-
term interest rates fell= at least
for those with good credit. Com-
modity prices continued to boom
and many foreign stock markets
also did very well, particularly
when viewed from America, land
of the declining dolfar. By and

| large, the customers of the big fi-

nancial firms had reason to be
pleased.

But not the bosses. The chief
executives of Citigroup and Mer-

| rill Lynch were forced out, while
Morgan Stanley’s chief will go

without a bonus for the first ime
anyone can remember.

Those three companies, and
some of their competitors, had to
go looking for capital infusions to

make up for losses in those exotic |

markets that the public had been
kept away from.

Most ordinary investors found
out what a C.D.O. was only when
they read about the losses
C.D.0.s were bringing to the un-
fortunate owners.

Some of the biggest profits ear-
lier in this decade went to those

| who invested in private equity

firms, which could take compa-
nies private and then get their
money back almost immediately,

Continued on Page C6
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FIRE SET BY MOB
AT KENYA CHURCH,
KILLING DOZENS

ETHNIC CLASHES SPREAD

Tribal Militias Fighting
in Capital in Wake of
Disputed Election

By JEFFREY GETTLEMAN

NAIROBI, Kenya — Dozens of

| people seeking refuge in a church

in Kenya were burned to death

by a mob on Tuesday in an explo-

sion of ethnic violence that is

threatening to engulf this coun-

| try, which until last week was one
of the most stable in Africa.

According to witnesses and

| Red Cross officials, up to 50 peo-
| ple died inside the church in a

small village in western Kenya
| after a furious crowd doused it
| with gasoline and set it on fire

In Nairobi, the capital, tribal
militias squared off against each
other in several slums, with gun-
shots ringing out and clouds of
black smoke wafting over the
shanties. The death toll across
the country is steadily rising.

Witnesses indicate that more
than 250 people have been killed
in the past two days in bloodshed
connected to a disputed election
Kenya held last week.

The European Union said
Tuesday that there was clear evi-
dence of ballot rigging, and Eurc-
pean officials called for an inde-
pendent investigation. Kenya's
president, Mwai Kibaki, who won
the election by a razor-thin mar-
gin, has refused such an inquiry.

Government officials said
Tuesday that they would crack
down on anyone who threatened
law and order, and they banned
political rallies. Meanwhile, Raila
Odinga, the opposition leader

| who lost the election, has vowed

to hold a million-person march on

| Thursday, which many Kenyans

! fear could become a bloodbath.

| The Kenya celebrated for its
spectacular wildlife and robust
economy is now a land of dis-
tress. Tens of thousands of people
have fled their homes, and some
| are so frightened that they have
| crossed into Uganda.

“We've had tribal fighting be-

fore, but never like this,” said

| Abdalla Bujra, a retired Kenyan

| professor who runs a democracy-
building organization.

As for the people burned alive
in the church, Mr. Bujra echoed

| what many Kenyans were think-
| ing: “It reminds me of Rwanda.”

While the bloodshed of the past

| few days in Kenya has fallen far

| short of the Rwandan genocide in
1994, many Kenyans are worried

| that it isspiraling out of control.

| " The violence has been & mix of

‘ hooliganism, political protest and

| ethnic bloodletting. Most of the

Continued on Page A8
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Melcome

| fear it is a step towards madness to move from the
comfort of your home to the chaos of a-dow

house, but | thank you for being willing to lead a
group of students. This year | am very excited about
our theme, but before we get to the lessons | want
to offer two thoughts.

Stop for a moment and think of the

person who has had the greatest impact on your
faith. Whether it was your youth minister or a parent
or a teacher, think about how they impacted you.
Try to remember the lessons they taught you. Maybe
| am the only one, but | only vaguely remember sage
advice, but instead | am flooded with images of
KXJV DQG JDPHV DQG ODXJKLQJ«
year, no matter how brilliant your lessons are no one
will remember the words, but if you love them they
will never forget you. Truth.

Of course here | am typing away thoughts no one will ever remember, but in reality our
imaginations are sometimes captured by a thought or phrase, which leads us to my bobble head Dwight. |
suppose there is a lot we can learn from Dwijhibw it feels to receive a stapler in J8ll of course we
could also ask Gre§y EXW WKH EREEOH KHDG LV WKH XOWLPDWH "\HVu PD

DJUHHV ,Q WKLV ZH ILQG WKH HVVHQFH RI RXU IDLWK , KDYH S«
reality is the world does not need the wisdom of Sean. Instead the world is hungry, though it may not know,
for a word of truth from God. So kneel before God and listen to his heartbeat. Then take what your hear
and reform these lessons. Our students do not need regurgitated Sean, but with desperation they need to

KHDU WKH KHDUW Rl &KULVW 6D\ \HV WR *RG:V SODQ IRU WKLYV :

As you work through this packet | hope you find it useful. Please notice that every lesson page ha:
blank space on the right side. This is for you to take notes, write in better ideas, to make the lesson
something God has placed in your hediso, the structure of the lessons are not necessarily in.order
Once again, please make it your own. If you find anything that does not make sense please call or email me
| will have any materials called for in the illustrations ready for your arrival. If there is a prop or item you nee
for a lesson, if you let us know in advance we will get it for you. This will be a great wégkemgrayers
and effort will make it so!

~ Sean
(706)627-5768 cell (706)7332236 church staylor@fbcaugusta.org

For Andy: (706)3063015 cell ajones@fbcaugusta.org

- . Luke 4:16 . Jesus went into the Synagogue, as was his cu.n .

. . Jesus went out from the Synago' Luke 4:38 .




