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Our lives, our hopes and

dreams, are not bought with

bills or coins, but paid

with our heartog

submission. So then the
guestion is not IF we
have sold out, but

to whom...

My Friends:

The morning after | preached in contemporary a woman came into the
church and dropped off a sizable check for benevolence. She told
Wanda she was convicted by my sermon, which mentioned the lack of
funding for the benevolence ministry. Wanda, who had also heard the
message, was excited and immediately came and found me. Of
course | was happy (and a little startled that anyone would
respond), but when | looked at the amount on the check an(
heard it was a single mom | started to waver. My message W
not for the Wi dowds Mite; I

risked a lot to follow Christ, but often | place my trust in all the w
places. So when | see sacrifice | get a |1li
plan is biggdr riskieii than anything | can imagine. When | hoped for us

all to give a little or maybe the well off to give out of their excess, God

had a plan to use the one willing TO RI SKeé

This weekend you are taking a step towards madness, a move from
the comfort of your home into the chaos of aridw house. But | want
to ask you to take an even greater risk and be real with your students.
The lessons focus on how we have sold ourselves to sin. All of us have
struggles, depending far too often on our own strength. To steal from
the brilliant Henri Nouwen, we are all Wounded Healers (see also
Shyamal ands Lady in the Water).

So take the risk to walk alongside the students. Striving together te
lessons will not become condemning or legalistic, nor will they be
accepting of sin. Instead they will be a journey to find the grace of
Christ and travel the path to become like Him.

Thank you for making this a great weekend, Sean
(706)627-5768 cell, (706)733-2236 church staylor@fbcaugusta.org
For Andy: (706)30€3015 celt ajones@fbcaugusta.org



OWe have to pay for thatéé

On occasion while shopping as a family we will buy something just for Ivy. It could be anything fro
sunglasses to pants to Sippy cups, but no matter what we get Ivy is thrilled. She will hold it like a treg
the rest of the shopping experience. Yet when we get to the checkout counter she refuses to let go. (
wailing as the poor worker quickly scans the

We live in a world where everything has a price. To Ivy this may seem strange, but we know nothi
free. If it was, we would all have helicopters and mansions! But in reality everything has a price. And
extends far beyond the shopping mall. Good grades require time and brains. Friends require opinion
attitudes (sometimes they even have a certain dress code!).

Over time we will find we are not products of our own making, but products of the things in which

are involved! For while we thought we were the ones buyi
in reality we were the one

We like to envision ourselves as heroes, able to rise aba
the fray, but in reality we are chained. As Paul proclaims W
are slaves to the one we obey. So then the question is not
we have sold out, but to whom?

Over the following pages we will dive into the reality of oy
sinfulness. We will focus on some specific sins, including §
uncomfortable topics. The
salvation, which does not set us free, but offers to replace
bonds. o6But now that you h
have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to

The following lessons are NOT complete. | have
designed them that way. | do not want
regurgitation. | believe God has called you to thi
position to deliver the message He has placed o
your heart. Of course | have a direction for the
weekend, but | want to empower you to teach
where God connects with you.

This is evident in the form of the lessons. On ev
page the right column is blank for you to fill in wi
your notes.

The lessons are divided into four categories:
t he

1. Focus: Basically

holiness, and t Remase28)ul t i ) .
2. lllustration: An activity to get the group
\ invol vedé
3. Scripture: My understanding of the scripture
passageé
4, Discussion ]: Though I hope there will be
discussion all along the way, this points a si
Saturday guestion that | feel is important...
8:30 Breakfast ;
9:00 QT (Student Book) s o o ,i:‘ .
9:30 Lesson 3 ‘ ge_ g
Friday 10:30 Lesson 4 T
3:00 Leader Meeting Noon Lunch
5:30 Pizza Supper 1:00 Something will happen...
6:15 Meet Your Leader (Two Shifts for Activities)
6:45 Leave for homes 500 Supper @ Chur (Moeds)
7515 g = ggg E::\f: :to Host Homes Sunday
395 Lesggiv pec W 8:00 QT (Student Book)
1(_)'09 F_ree Time ) 9:15 Breakfast @ Church
MldnlghnghtS Out 9:00 One on Ones _
A 9:45 Sunday School
1200 Lightds Out .
11:00 Service
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1 Once students arrive at host homes, they ARE NOT to leave
without permission of their
after Andy or Sean has been made aware of it. Your group nee€
you, and for you to get the most of the weekend, you need to b
present the whole time!

1 Students ARE NOT to use the telephone/cell phone except in thé
case of an emergency.

1 Thehostcehost will take care of
Andy or Sean will be contacted and will take the necessary
actions warranted by the problem.

T oLights Outdé means GO TO SLEEP!

1 Students are not to have CD players, jam boxes, NDS, PSP,
Walkmans, MP3, ipods, items for practical jokes, or anything else
that might be a distraction.

1 Video Games are allowed as long as the group is able to
participate together (mulfilayer games or games that allow all to
have a turn, i.e. Guitar Hero). Some games should be restricted
based on content, as judged by the host home leader and

parents.

T No egging, rolling yards, wagter ba
sneaking out of host homes to obtain any of the above. >

1 Leave toilet paper at home. Your host home will provide what

you need (and you wondt be needing
bathroom!!)

1 No Tobacco products, weapons, firecrackers, alcohol, etc., is
allowed.

1 What the leader and the host family says, goes. No exceptions.
You are a guest in their home.

1 NOTE: Having been informed of these guidelines, breaking any of
the above rules will be dealt with as is deemed necessary by the
DONow | eadershipéand may include &b

\ -

As a leader | do not expect you to be
disciplinarian. We hope this role will

taken up by the host home parents. But

please do not become the instigator of

/ anything that is agai
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Employees
Wash Hands J

Before Returning
to Work

=

Focus: The Fall or what we may call TheCaeill

As the first lesson it will be spent with introductions, under the visual
section there is an intro game that will lead into the major illustration for
the night...

Something that should be natdrabllowing God, our creatdt is

impossible. We should know how to do it, much like there should be

no need for Starbucks employees to have step by step instructions for

washing their hands. And yet humanity does

not naturally follow God. Even when we tf RECTRERERHT T i o

we failé How can th Ol know withoultoijsjmgdoubt |
right so difficulOud personwhoiswiredsothat [e Sol d

to sin, because at the core we are prideful| Something outside myself tells me

and selfish. wh o | ~ Dananil.Miber

Visual: Claymation
Introduction Game ~ Materials: plaiph (clay) and question cards

Divide the group into two. Give each person a question card. They will
write a ONE word answer on the piece of paper. SILENTLY, you do not
want the other group to hear. Take up the pieces of paper, keeping the

teamds answers in separate stacks.
Now use the playdoh to play claymation (think the activity in Cranium).
One member from each team will take a card (fr

stack, so they will not draw one of their own cards). Then they will

mold the playdoh to help their team guess the one word answer (no

words or handgestures, can not use plalph to make numbers or

letters). The first team to guess correctly wins a point, but the other

team will continue to guess until they know the word. Then each team
/ can earn a bonus by guessing who on the other team gave the answer.

Continue until all the cards are gone...

NI ] |boueht L
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Visual: Claymation (continued)

Transitioning into the lesson, continue the claymation game with your
answers to the questions. Only now add a new level of difficulty by

placing a mirror in between the oOartistdé and t
make Opastadé (your favorite food), they will o
themsel vesé

This will visualize the problem we have accomplishing the will of God.

Because of our own pride and selfishness we are constantly wondering

what is in this for meé

Scripture: Genesis 31

1-5 ~ We place ourselves in tempting situations...

6 ~ O0Osawdé, oOopleasing to the eyed ~ We focus on

reality. On a very basic level we like the boy/girl who is beautiful rather
than the person who has a loving heart (think Shallow Hal). But this
moves beyond relationships to nearly everything. We want the name
brand often for no other reason than the name. After the recent event,

After Party, the biggest complaint by
is that Middle Schoolers were presen
Asked why this changed things? It
made us feel like it was for little kids,
rather than a par
7 ~ ONakedo6 -~ Of
were literally naked, but they were
missing something more fundamenta
than clothes. They were missing the
very essence of love and grace with
which their creator surrounded them.
And ever since we have been trying
through deeds, possessions,
relationships to again find that coveri
To again find the
God was gone, noy

PN
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around to help us feel that we are

| have seen movies where men will fall o

their own sword rather than be taken captiye.

Supposedly it is historical, but all | know
that Hollywood tells me it is true (which |
wonder how many of
Hollytruths). But this is great representatio
Hebrews 4:12 OFor t
and active. Sharper than any double edged
sword. 6 We |l ove to |r

Vi

of ourselves as the sword wielder and in pgrt
this is true. But the sword should also pierge

our own hearts (Read the whole chapter)

As you read and teach the scripture, be
pierced. Then pierce the students. Scriptuue
should hurt as often as it comforts (really
the beginning it will hurt more, until we bear

the scars of Christ!)

loved and important and good, we were looking for it in each

Y4

ot herédé ~ Donal d

Miller]

Key IssudOriginal Sin ~ THE original sin is endlessly debated, but there is
a common thread between Adam and Eve and our lives. Of course we
are not tempted by literal apples or oranges. But the desire for control
roots in all our hearts. To break it down we find in all of our actions the
sin of selfish pride. The pride to believe that we could attain something
without God and the selfish belief that it is all about ourselves.
Fundamentally the passage reveals the essence of life. Will we obey, be
BOUGHT by God, or will we sell ourselves to the delusion that we can

/
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Scripture: Genesis 3 (continued)

Random Issues 0 Why does Original Sin Affect Me?06 -~ F
are born flawed. Not that we are born sinners, just born with a

tendency toward evil. The root of this is pride, which shows itself in

selfishness. Though it is not politically correct to call children evil (really it

seems a little mean), but reality is from birth we are born sé¢ffighis

expanded in the discussion below!)

Random/ssues 01 s this story Real ?6 ~ Anytime you ap
beginning of Genesis a debate may begin about whether this is a literal

story (seven days vs. evolution). But this debate misses the point of the

Genesis. The first two chapters are not about how, but WHO. God is

the creator. Though Adam and Eve are not questioned as often, many

still wonder if it is a literal story (and this question has been debated

since the earliest church writings). But the point is not whether snakes

could talk, but that humanity chose itself over God and humanity has

fallen from grace (we are NAKED). Do not stress about this debate if it

arises, but direct the group back to the core. Also, be careful one side

of the debate is not dehumanized (which so oft
conversation, especially in the evolution/creationism débatethough

it is a litmus test rather than Christ!)é
Random /ssues 60 St i nking Women Ruined It AlIl 6 ~ Every
that it was the woman who took up conversation with the snake, but

the story is also a great example of mands gre

sin with naked women! (HA). But in reality this also misses the point. It
was not women first, but all of humanity that fell to sin. We are all
fundamentally broken. Fundamentally missing the presence of God (we
are NAKED).

Reflex Action...

So many things are natural. We touch fire and our hand
automatically recoils. Often we have a sixth sense knowing a
situation is dangerous (even without the soundtrack movies provide!).
Yet when it comes to sin we seem to naturally dive in. And it is diffcult
to do good. Take Ivy as an example, she naturally takes, but will rarely
give! Literally the central concept of her preschool is to SHARE.

If we believe we have been created by God, in His image. Why is it
so difficult to live like him? Why must we be trained to do good (and in
all honesty have to work atittherestofliveser i ously t he worl dds
problems would be fixed if we could learn the toddler lesson of

7z

sharing!)? é Of course the answer is origina

/
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Focus: The Monopoly of our Life

This lesson will be a little different than most, since it will be centered
around the board game monopoly. | would invite you to play the game
as you discuss. Possibly after the first round look through the scripture.
As always, do whatever you think is iesto you do not have to play

the game. But it could be a great way to begin the evening uniting the
group in conversation beyond just the lesson!

Why Monopoly? (The Point) ~ We have Sold Out t
success. And it is a otake allé vision; one wh
Of course it is a little more complicated, we are not accumulating money

and property, but accolades and friends and beauty and diplomas and

€ While many of t heselHllININITTNITIMOONIWINWINN evi 1, the
of the problem is that success is no longer defif © You don' t g © By monopo |
by the Creator. Life is no longer in His image. || Thatgame is nuts! You don't just

pick up "Get out of jail free" cards!

_ Those things ~cfost thousa
Il lustration: The G3g Creed on The Office

| assume everyone knows how to play monopoly,
parents and complain. You were deprived. ~ There are ton of thoughts

from this game, so just be creative! But let me outline some of the

similarities and differences to |ifeé

Similarities:
R The goal is domination and it is achieved by getting more (and better)
R What you get takes away from others (limited resources)

R The more you control, the more you are able to get (rich get richer,
poor get poorer)

R Personal Worth or value is based on $ and possessions (We would
add looks and talents; still, people do not have inherent value as
Godods creation. Instead they must EARN val ue!

TWO



| Il ustrati @ontnuedfhe Gameé

R (Similarity): Items are bought and sold without consideration of
relationships or lives affected (of course in the game no one is
affected when we buy Boardwalk, but we often treat our real
purchases with the same attitude. [l TN IERTTEIEIEHTO0ETIT e
rarely consider if child labor OProsperity apd progress
produced our shirt or if our gasoline You say bless me indeed
came from a country controlled by Vzﬁﬁglgrﬁﬁiygﬁgibea{:\ktﬁ:ﬁo:::j
violent oppression. As an example one da 511 .

. i ) y you?d retire

my sister will no longer buy diamonfls v, ;511 have a Hhouse on the se:
because of the war and death that | gyt my friend where your treasure |s
OCCUTStOCOHtrolthemlneS) That 0s wher e your heart os gonn g

Differences: Woe to you, wge to youb

~ Matt Papa OWge to Youé
(every moment of this song is conviction)

R Everyone starts at the same place,
with the same money, with the same
chance (though the pieces pay homage to reélithe wheel barrel
vs. the automobile, the top hat vs. the ironé

R Itis simplified there are no permanent consequences
B You get $%$% for making it around the blocké (

Scripture: Romans 6:123

Though not necessarily the theme verse, this is certainly where the
literature finds its roots. And it all focuses in one point, we are never
free!

Living in the land of the free, the home of the bifawtes hard to

imagine we are slaves. Moreover it is hard to accept we will never be
free. Our Christian songs love to proclaim our freedom, as though we
are completely free. In reality we are free from sin, but only if we choose
another bond. Only if we choose to become slaves to Christ.

Though this may be hard to accept, it bears itself out in reality. There are

so many sins that continue to plague me. Only when | am in the will of

God am | able to overcome, only in prayer and scripture, only when |

am pursuing His plan. Not that | am perfect, but when | submit to God

Ot he benefit [I] reap |l eads to holiness, and t

You may ask why this weekend is called oObought
stick with the scripture. Well in part buying is as American as apple pie

(though Wikipedia notes, apple pie was eaten long before the discovery

of America, but we certainly perfected it, just as we have perfected

buyingé). But more, slavery in todayds culture
was not the case in Roman culture, where anyone could become a

slavé they did not discriminate!

NI ] |boueht Ll

/




The American Dr eamé

One of the basic strategies in Monopoly is to buy. As you skirt
around the board you should buy every place on which your

little battleship lands! If you do not you will just have money for the
other cronies to take later! IRV TETRRR LR (AR ORI VUYL T TR IR

s

Ok | am about to step off the map of || Ll || {
many students, but understand the bag|}: :
church maps stay pretty much on the
surface. It is ti

So much of what we do everyday runs
counter to the gospel. Often we do not
even realize that we have sold out to a|| e il
destructive worldview! | think the A Rick McKee Cartogn

dept hé

American dream, our classic goal, is one of th
The dream expands and changes, but it involves a good job to support
your family. A house is certainly a core el eme

are many other aspects, but the dream is essentially a vision of security.
A way for us to provide for ourselves.

This is certainly attractive. But it promotes the lie that we can be self
sufficient, the basic lie of the Garden all spruced up!

| will confess of everything discussed this is my greatest struggle. | love
my savings account and my IRA. | love the security they provide. | love
that | will overcomeé of course that |l ast stat

There is nothing wrong with a reasonabl e house
or life insurance, but THERE IS something wrong when we believe
security is in ourselves.

There are many other questions: OWhy are we so
spending?6; the Matt Papa quote on the | ast pa
savdi orspendiwhi |l e children starve?6é6 (A difficult q
do not know the answer, but | do giveé of cour

my savingsé)

/ ‘I
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Every year we have put quiet times in the student
books for Saturday morning. | choose a passage,
wrote a story, and gave illustrations. But they have
been received with mixed results. | think one way {
improve them will be to make a connection with yo

SO, this year their books will have a blank box to b
filled in. Give them a passage a couple of leading
guestions. If you really want to go over the top you
could prepare a

on the QT in Lesson three!
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Since this is

asked Audrey, my

Focus: Inner Beauty

A few weeks ago | bought a pair of new dangly earrings. When | wore
them to work someone made a comment about them and | mentioned
how new earrings can make your day. They were just a little something
to add some fun to my outfit and | was having a greafidagcause of
earrings. | began to wonder, although there is nothing wrong with my
cute earrings, when was the last time | had a great day solely because
Christ met me for breakfast or when did | last smile because God thinks

lom beaut it ul, —eamngiyinfifodubnmdmim
Young women, probably since Eve, hay| A Testimony: The woman reveled her

been identifying themselves through th( struggle with anorexia (or bulimia, ||am
|l ooks. We hear b e ¢notsure)andwentinto detail ébut

wait does that ap]j Elescr:r?inghowshevie\:ved hersellf. 16t stay
young forever? Once in high school | oW the mirror was no fonger reailty.

t d tioned that And yet she began to seek Christ and
WrotE a paper and mentioned that somy ., night had something like a visi

days the only thing | had going for me || ghe was standing in her wedding

was my tight sKki nd¢dress,everything perfectly beautifulf My S ki n
start to loosen, what do | have going fo|| Her hair just right. The dress perfec}.

me? Even her blemishes were gone. Thrﬁn

This lesson will focus on the idea of ho| She realized this is how God sees nje _ B

we define ourselves aswomenand €V ery momente [Inj Christds love
where our confidence comes from as we 2> His bride.

live in a fashion conscious world (ultimate §oBroverbs 31). Earrings
should never be a part of my self esteem, but rather who Christ says |
am in Him. For me, this is much easier said than done.

aht |l
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lllustration girﬂs .
I have a few ideaséplease pick which works besen¥¥

R QUIZ TIMBVomen are bombarded by all sorts of media telling us
how to look and what beautiful really means. Rarely does what the
media tells us match up with the Bible. To begin the lesson have the
girls take a beauty/fashion quiz from a teeny bopper magazine to
see what the world claims as beauty. (This past weekend | have
looked through quite a few magazines to find the perfect quiz, but
since the prom i ssues are current.|
qui z that wasndét about shoes or [
date. There was aiipghodéfthgwinteone i n t
20097eent i tl ed O0Could you be the Next
best. Feel free to use it or find your own, there are some great ones
on-line, but they can be hard to print.) Have the girls take the quiz
and use it has a starting point to compare what the world finds
beautiful and what Christ looks for in us.

R STICK GlIR&ive each student a post note and have them write
ways we find beauty, confidence, and self worth according to the
world. (Example: wealth, |l ong legs, accessori
of a oBemfutddmtt Stick Girlé: a drawing of a s
all the postits around her. Then pass out the heart shaped fisst
and as the lesson continues have the girls write what they learn
makes us beautiful to Christ. When the lesson is over have the girls
hang their heart shaped pei$ on the poster.

R REMOVE HER GLASSES8W a clip from one of the many chick
flicks where the ugly girl is made over into a beauty and she
becomes populaii discuss how this never solves her problems.
(Examples: Clueless, Sheds All That, Never Been

—

Scripture

| Samuel 16:13f1 In this passage God has called Samuel to anoint a

new king for Israel, even though the current king (Saul) is not yet dead.

God instructs Samuel to go to Bethlehem, to the house of Jesse to

anoint one of his sons. Samuel assumes he is there to anoint one of the

good looking, older son$ yet, God makes an amazing statement. He

sees the heart of man not the outward appearance. We need to

remember this when a zit appears or when | really think a tummy tuck

would make lifewonderfdlChr i st doesndt value our outer app
but our inner. He finds us most beautiful when we love him.

Galatians 5:326f These verses describe the fruit of the spirit and
plainly list exactly what God finds beautiful. Christ paid a high price for
us and it had nothing to do with our looks. This alone should make us

/ confident and overflow with joy since this is permanent and not fleeting
like beauty.
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